Gentlemen,?I take the liberty of submitting to you several drawings which illustrate the condition of the entrance to the vagina, and especially of the hymen, after cohabitation and childbearing. It is known to you, that hitherto the general opinion has been that the hymen by the first cohabitation was torn, and that the cicatricial retracting remains of the same formed the carunculee myrtiformes. It was also generally believed that those elevated warty excrescences at several' places of the vaginal entrance were directly formed by the first coitus. This opinion does not agree with the real circumstances as inspection teaches. I have already, in the year 1867, drawn attention to the fact that the carunculse myrtiformes are first formed in consequence of childbearing on account of parts of the hymen gangrenating.
This fact I find very frequently questioned in literature; it is confirmed, so far as I know, only by Bidder in Dorpat (see Petersb Here you see the vaginal entrance of a primipara, which is distinguished by the hymen being still very complete, indeed, it has been preserved all but a wide gaping space posteriorly.
In the case of the pregnant one, whose vaginal entrance now follows, the whole vulva was exceedingly cedematous, and the vaginal entrance quite unusually narrow. We see on account of this the separate remains of the hymen projecting as thick round swellings out of the vaginal entrance.
As the pelvis was narrowed in a high degree, perforation and cephalotripsy became necessary.
The narrow vaginal entrance, in which lateral incisions had to be made, was very much injured. Besides a tearing of the perineum, the mucous membrane in the whole circumference of the mouth of the vagina was torn into, and these tearings, and especially one between the clitoris and urethra, as well as the lateral incisions, bled so much that tampons, with liquor ferri sesquichl., had to be pressed into them. On the seventh week after the delivery the vaginal entrance was again sketched. You see, in consequence of the above, no more trace of the hymen, but only thick white cicatricial strings stretching beyond the orifice of the urethra towards both sides. The lateral incisions, as well as the perineal tear, are likewise cicatrized. In the following case an abortion in the fifth month had previously taken place. This 
